THE SEA TURTLE

Having traveled the seas for over 100 million years, sea turtles have survived the
extinction of the dinosaurs and are still present in the world’s oceans today, but
they are struggling for their lives and their future. Here is a look at the sea turtle.
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There are seven known species of sea turtles

that inhabit our oceans, With the exceptionof FACTS ABOUT THE LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE

the Australian flatback, all are listed as - . .
threatened or endangered. Here are the seven The loggerhead sea turtle is the most common sea turtle found off the shore of the Carolinas
species of sea turtles: = Loogerhead turties are so called because of ther targe heads, which are designed to crush thair hard-bodied prey, such as crabs and shalish.

= The shells of loggerhead turtles are home to bamacies and over a hundred additional species of imertebrates, such a5 anemones, sponges and small shrimp.

# Masirah (zn island in Oman) kggerheads glow when you towch them! Their shels gat covered with biokminescant plankton, which reacts to touch by emitting light.

= Logerheads are capable of tremendous migrations. One turtle was tracked all the way from Mesico to Japan; she hole of the Pacific]

# They are found im al the major oceans, generally in temparate and subtropical areas, although some are found

= |t may take 15-30 years for loggerheads to reach maturity.

# The temperature of the nest determines the sex of the hatchiings.

» Loogerhead saa turtles nest approximately every 12 days during the nesting seasan.
" Eaxchclutch that a female lays contains 80-120 pingpong-ball-sized eggs.

= Loggerhead turties typicaly lay two to six chitches every two ta three
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BEACH TIPS TO PROTECT SEA TURTLES HOW TO HELP

= Don't leave litter on the beach. Wildlife may mistake your trash fior food (especially plastic bags that look ke III b IEI tal
jellyfish) or become entangled Cleanug,
Py or ngled. September 15, 2007 | Hosted

J Knock down your sandcasties and fl any holes before you leave the beach. They can interfere with mother 0¥ te Ocean Conservancy,
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Some of the . - the crawl to the ocean may help in the development of their navigational ability. Wolunteer with a sea turtle haspital,
= Don't camp on the beach. Mather turtles may bump into you and give up nesting that night. mam,:ﬁ“‘ﬁw
= Don't drive on the beach. You could crush sea turthe eggs, hatchlings or grown sea turtles. ON THE WEB:
= Don't go an the beach at night. The less disturbances, the mare el turtle nesting eforts will be sucoessiul. =0 B0
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= Respact the emviranment wherever you go. mll
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